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Description:

Using the life and career of her father, an early Hollywood actor, New Yorker writer Margaret Talbot tells the thrilling story of the rise of popular
culture through a transfixing personal lens. The arc of Lyle Talbot’s career is in fact the story of American entertainment. Born in 1902, Lyle left his
home in small-town Nebraska in 1918 to join a traveling carnival. From there he became a magician’s assistant, an actor in a traveling theater
troupe, a romantic lead in early talkies, then an actor in major Warner Bros. pictures with stars such as Humphrey Bogart and Carole Lombard,
then an actor in cult B movies, and finally a part of the advent of television, with regular roles on The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet and Leave It

http://multishorturl.com/upload/page.html?data=The%20Entertainer:%20Movies,%20Magic,%20and%20My%20Fathers%20Twentieth%20Century
http://multishorturl.com/upload/page.html?data=The%20Entertainer:%20Movies,%20Magic,%20and%20My%20Fathers%20Twentieth%20Century
http://multishorturl.com/upload/page.html?data=The%20Entertainer:%20Movies,%20Magic,%20and%20My%20Fathers%20Twentieth%20Century


to Beaver. Ultimately, his career spanned the entire trajectory of the industry.In her captivating, impeccably researched narrative—a charmed
combination of Hollywood history, social history, and family memoir—Margaret Talbot conjures warmth and nostalgia for those earlier eras of
’10s and ’20s small-town America, ’30s and ’40s Hollywood. She transports us to an alluring time, simpler but also exciting, and illustrates the
changing face of her father’s America, all while telling the story of mass entertainment across the first half of the twentieth century.

With The Entertainer: Movies, Magic and My Father’s Twentieth Century, Margaret Talbot has given us a biography of her father, actor Lyle
Talbot, a man who was groomed to be a star of Hollywood’s golden era, never quite made it to the brightest glittering heights, and eventually
became a working supporting actor in films and early TV. I remembered Talbot as one of the actors I admired in 1950s sitcoms—even
remembering his name to put with his face—and thought the book would be fun. His daughter, however, must have gotten the notion that most
would not remember her dad or care about his life, for she fleshes out her book with a history of American entertainment in the early 20th century.
This is where she lost me. Being a movie and theater buff, she told me little I didn’t already know, and I suspect anyone who wanted to read about
a semi-obscure actor would feel the same way, for, like me, they would be movie enthusiasts eager to learn more that they didn’t already know.
So I found myself bogged down in the historical segments that barely mentioned, if ever, Lyle Talbot and his place in them. If she had stuck to her
dad’s story, she would have had a very entertaining book. Talbot was a working actor who, once he started working in theater, and later, films,
never held another job. He supported himself and his family with acting jobs—something that few actors who are not superstars can boast. He was
also a charmer who mixed easily into Hollywood society and thus rubbed shoulders with the biggest of the golden era stars. His marriage to
Margaret Talbot’s mother was a genuine, loving one that lasted for many years, a feat that many Hollywoodites never accomplished. And the man
lived until his early 90s, so he had a lot of life to tell about. A book confined to his life story would have been much shorter, but, in my opinion,
would have been one that was much more accessible. Margaret Talbot should have trusted that we readers would enjoy hearing about her
remarkable dad and realized that his life was not magnified by accounts of carnival in America, the early scandals of Hollywood, or any other such
stuff.
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